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	Client Alert

	Transferring a Vehicle into Your Name After the Loss of Your Spouse


How do I transfer a vehicle into my name after my spouse dies?

	If No Probate is Necessary:

If there is no need to probate the estate, the surviving spouse may transfer the vehicle into his or her name.

Steps to Take:

1. Gather the title, current registration or license plate number (if applicable) and a certified copy of the death certificate.

2. Go to the Secretary of State and present them with those materials.
3. Fill out the form the Secretary of State will give you: TR-29 Certification from the Heir to a Vehicle.

__________________________________


	
	If Probate is Necessary:

If the Estate is being probated, then the Personal Representative that is appointed by the Probate Court needs to assign the title to the surviving spouse. 
In this case, the spouse presents the assigned title and a copy of their Letters of Authority (granted by the Probate Court) to the Secretary of State to apply for the title in their name.

If the Vehicle is Titled to both the Decedent and the Surviving Spouse:

If the title is in both the surviving spouse’s name and the name of the deceased spouse with full rights of survivorship, then the surviving spouse will need the title and a copy of the death certificate to transfer the title into their name alone. Simply bring these documents to the Secretary of State for transfer of the title.
__________________________________
 


The information provided in this Client Alert is general in nature. Since every circumstance is unique, we recommend that you contact us for specifics of how the vehicle transfer procedures affect you.
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